Therapeutic approaches to the treatment of hairy cell leukemia.
Although a rare disease, hairy cell leukemia has great biologic and clinical significance. New therapeutic options of alpha-interferon and pentostatin have challenged the role of splenectomy in the overall management of the disease. alpha-Interferon can now be considered the treatment of choice for patients who progress after splenectomy, and it may also be considered as initial treatment in selected patients. Future clinical trials will focus on the relative efficacies of alpha-interferon and pentostatin, their potential for sequential or combined use, and the role of splenectomy.